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From the Editor 
 

Do you ever wonder what hap-
pened to our past missionaries? 
There have been 120 of them! 
This month we caught up with 
one New Zealand couple and two 
Australians who used to work with 
WEC Japan. Don Barns’ story is 
here, while Jenny Mason’s (’83-4) 
and Geoff and Joan Roberts’ 
(’52-71) are now on our web-
site:http://www.wec-japan.org/en/ 
content/where-are-they-now 
 
 

News and Prayer 
Points 
 
Bee Choo writes: On the third 
week of May, I have 2 talks to 
take at the regional student re-
treat.  Will appreciate your 
prayers. 
 
Jaehyun & Sewon  write: Thank 
God for giving us many 
non-Christian teachers, friends 
and helpers. Please pray that 
God would open their hearts to 
know Him who is true and living. 
 
Martin and Julie  write: Pray for 
the short-term workers who have 
recently been with us as they 
seek God about their futures. 
 
Elaine writes: We have been able 
to make personal visits to 3 
teachers who have been trans-
ferred schools, or have retired; 
they have been very welcoming, 
and the way is open for further 
friendship. Shuichi is really good 
at this - I just tag along! 
 
Please also thank God for the 
service of all those who have 
worked with WEC Japan  in the 
past, and pray for fresh blessing 
on the work they started in Japan, 
as well as on their lives now. 

Why did I go to Japan? More 
importantly why did the Lord take 
me to Japan? About my fourth 
year in I was frustrated in almost 
everything. I was the pastor of the 
little church in Yoshino, Nara 
Prefecture. My language was 
limited. I was still struggling with 
the culture. I felt inadequately 
trained and equipped to handle 
the Yoshino Church. It had prob-
lems that limited its growth and 
usefulness to the Lord. Being in 
Japan seemed a waste of time. I 
told the Lord that I should be back 
in my own culture, with my native 
language, for there I could make 
a difference. 
 
His reply turned my understand-
ing of missionary work upside 
down. “I did not bring you here so 
that you could change things. I 
brought you here because this is 
the best place for me to work in 
you. If you allow me to do what I 
need to do in you, the overflow 
will be your ministry to others!” 
 
Japan had what I needed. I was 
born into the Australian culture and 
raised on a farm in South Australia. I 
I was thus a loner, lacked social 
skills, an introvert who had to prove 

himself, and highly competitive. 
Thus I was strongly individualistic.  
 
Japanese people puzzled me. In 
making general conversation I 
would ask a person what he or she 
did. Instead of giving their occupa-
tion the answer invariably was for 
example “I am Mitsubishi”.  They did 
not think of themselves in terms of 
“Who am I?” rather “Whose am I?” 
 
After initial language study I started 
reading the Japanese Bible and 
came across Ephesians 4:13, 
where instead of individual growth it 
stated “...until we all together be-
come one mature man”. My reaction 
was, “Heresy?!” So I checked the 
Greek and found that it agreed with 
the Japanese. I was coming from an 
individualistic mindset and world 
view and so was misreading the 
Bible, and as a result misunder-
standing Christianity. I needed a 
paradigm shift from individualism to 
community. Japan was the place to 
start the change for I was living 
among people who modeled com-
munity. 
Don Barns  was with WEC in Japan 
from 1960 to 1974; he was married 
to Fay and continues to teach the 
Bible in his local church in Australia. 

 


