From the Editor

In this edition of Seeds of Grace we
report on the field team’s vision

discussed at conference one month ago.

We asked Martin & Julie Crowhurst,
WEC Japan field leaders, to share
about the light-giving churches that we
long to see emerge. They also share
their vision for how we can work to see
these come about. In addition to this,
prayer points this month include
asking God to reach 8 new students, a
group of ladies and even a dentist for
Himself - please pray!

Henrietta

News and Prayer
Points

Praise God that 8 new students at-
tended KGK’s Freshmen Welcome
party, and a fresh graduate has offered
to help Bee Choo Ong for a year,
which will alleviate her workload in
visiting a couple of campuses.

Elaine Kitamura has recently been
distributing tracts in her local area, and
hopes to go into the surrounding vil-
lages before the rainy season and the
hot summer start. She includes a leaflet
introducing the church. Please pray
that these leaflets will get into the right
hands and be read with interest.

Kusatsu church have a special ladies
meeting on June 16th. Many ladies
have applied to join. Please pray for
short-term worker Sara when she
shares in songs and words.

Pray for Japanese seekers, that they
may take the step of entrusting their
lives to Jesus. Pray especially for a
lady at Hongyun Cheon’s church in-
terested in receiving baptism, and for
Rita Feldt’s local dentist, who Rita
gave a Luke’s gospel to in May!

Japan in a cloud:
How Can We Bring Light?

Blue skies thinking needed

The Japan that WEC entered 59 years
ago is very different to today. We can
look at the lives changed and churches
established in that time, and rejoice.
For those of us with experience
working here, we know how big those
achievements are! The evangelical
population is widely quoted as 0.3% or
0.4%, with just 0.2% in church on any
Sunday. For all that Japan has done in
influencing and changing the world,
the church in Japan has struggled to
impact and influence the lives of
ordinary Japanese people.

As we look forward, we have just
reaffirmed our values and want to
restate our passion to see God bring
transformation to Japan. Our Vision is
to Pioneer and Partner to establish
Light Giving Churches in Japan.

Light Giving Churches. — We don’t
believe that churches are mere survival
centres; rather they are the means that
God wants to use to bring
transformation to people and
communities. This is what we want for
churches we plant and churches we can
influence. We can’t have an exit
strategy until we see the churches
being God’s means to blessing Japan
and Japanese.

Pioneer — To achieve the above, we
feel we are still at the beginning, still
looking for new ways of how to do
things and needing to adapt to reach

new generations of Japanese. The old
models are not enough.

Partner — We value the Japanese
people that God has touched. We don’t
want to walk away from them, rather,
even if it sometimes feels difficult, we
want to work with them and others that
God brings to Japan for His purposes.
Be it in being partners, mentors or
those mentored, we want our
relationships to show the Kingdom
community of Light Giving Churches
that we are working together to build.

What will this mean for us?

We want to recruit you to praying for
this vision. We believe it will help our
future new workers and yourselves, as
well as ourselves, if we all know what
we are aiming for.

We are also now starting to prayerfully
developing tools to help us continually
assess our activity and effectiveness in
these three areas. In the next year we
are likely to be launching another
church planting team, as well as
looking at how people can be involved
in more than one location at a time.
We desperately need to move beyond a
group of churches struggling just to be
refuse centres, and instead pioneer and
partner for God’s kingdom here. This
is how we believe we — and you too -
can bring light to Japan.

Written by Martin & Julie Crowhurst,
WEC Japan field leaders
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