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From the Editor

We hope you are continuing to
enjoy our monthly news from Japan.
Thank you for journeying with us.
Blessings,

Jessica

News and Prayer
Points

Next month a couple from Korea

will arrive to join our team — please

pray for them as they prepare to
leave Korea and head into language
study with us in Japan.

Please pray for those missionaries
who are currently away from the
field: Jill looking after her mother in

New ZealandSeongJaeon fuough  Cherry Blossoms Symbolize Hope.

in Korea, Ben and Jessicain
Australia, attending a family The cherry blossom — d@akura-is  Yet there is one other significance to

members funeral, Simon and Japan’'s unofficial national flower.  the sakura. And that is Hope.
Henrietta as they spend time in the It has been celebrated for centuriesSakura is also a symbol of new life —
UK after their February wedding as one of the most beautiful andof Hope. It is hope for new life and
and Peter as he spends somedelicate parts of the Japanesenew beginnings.
furlough time in the UK. culture. The blossoming of the cherry
Sakura blossoms bloom for only ablossom traditionally coincide with
Hikone Church has started anotherfew days during the warmer monthsthe beginning of both the school
Gospel Choir Workshop on of spring. And so, every March and year and the time when new recruits
Tuesday afternoons, please pray forApril millions of Japanese take the join companies all around Japan.
people to come, and for their heartstime to gather in parks, castles,
to be open to the message of Jesuglong riverbanks and where ever theFor those Japanese beginning their

as they sing about Him. sakura grow for the past time of career during the blossoming sakura,
‘hanami’ or flower viewing. many areas of life have begun anew.
Pray for our field leaderdartin But how much more for those who

and Julie and their family as they But why is this? What is it about come to accept the gospel for
tackle this time consuming role at these small pink flowers that draws themselves, those who find Hope in
the same time as pastoring thepeople’s hearts and minds? the new life brought not through the
Megumi Church in Hikone— please flowering of the sakura, but through
pray for refreshing times for them in The sakura is symbolic of many the death and resurrection of Jesus
the month ahead. things in Japanese culture. The shorChrist upon the cross. Hope, not of a
lifespan of the blossom — less than dife that lasts for a week then fades
Missionary Carla from Brazil has week — is seen to represent theaway, but a life that lasts for
moved to the city of Nagahama. fragility of life and mortality. eternity.
Please pray for Carla as sheYet at the same time it is also seenlt is our hope and prayer that as the
continues to learn Japanese, and ag8s a symbol of good fortune, of love cherry blossoms flower throughout
she meets the people in her city. and of course spring. Japan, people’s hearts and minds
would turn to the one who truly
For the Japanese please pray for With so many meanings representedorings new life to the world.
their hearts to soften towards God. in this one flower it is no wonder its
Thank you all for your prayers! such a large part of Japanese culturePlease join us in our prayers .
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