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From the Editor
Hello,
We’ve all had a busy month with
Summer Camps and the Lifeline
Cruise, but praise God for His
wonderful works!
In this months article we remember
Ken Roundhill, former missionary to
Japan.
Thanks for reading, and for your
prayers for Japan.
Blessings,
Ben

News and Prayer
Points
Praise God for great summer camps.
The last camp is being held this
weekend. We have had good numbers
and many of those were not-yet
believers. It has been a very valuable
time.

The LifeLine Cruise saw 900 people
on 3 separate cruises. It was so well
received and though a little chaotic on
the day for those involved in
organizing, God was with all parts of
the Cruise and many people were able
to hear the gospel, enjoy Christian
Artists and listen to testimonies from
Japanese Christians.

Pray for the 2-day retreat on 22nd &
23rd August with the young adults of
Higashi Omi church, that many will
come and experience His touch with
the words and the fellowship together.

2 new Korean couples will arrive next
month. Please pray for their visa’s to
come through quickly and for them as
they prepare to serve God in Japan.

Many of our missionaries will be
taking holidays in the last two weeks
of August, pray for refreshment,
relaxation and a safe time away.

Ken was a faithful visionary mission-
ary to the Japanese from 1950 –2009.
When he joined WEC, Len Moules,
the international leader of WEC,
commented ‘Ken can see farther down
the road than most’.

It was his passion for IVF student
ministry in NZ that took Ken to Japan
where he was a KGK (TSCF) staff
worker as well as being the leader of
the WEC Japan field for fourteen of
those years. He was instrumental in
the change over to Japanese leadership
both in the student ministry and later
in the WEC related churches. Al-
though WEC’s focus was rural CP,
Ken was burdened early on for the
city of Kyoto. Today, three of the ex-
isting WEC-led churches in Kyoto
grew from Bible studies he began in
homes.

People were inspired to pray for mis-
sions through a monthly bulletin Ken
printed and circulated to many of the
local churches. He also foresaw the
need to prepare

Japanese for cross-cultural ministry
and together with Betty, set up the
first Missionary Training Course in
their Kyoto home. In ten years they
prepared and saw more than fifty
Seminary and Bible College graduates

sent out by the Japanese church. These
ministries both continue today with
Japanese leadership.

At 70 Ken was asked to found the
Hebron Bible Institute to train pastors
and leaders for ministry. Three years
later, Ken and Betty retired to Christ-
church, NZ where for the next nine-
teen years they continued to impact
hundreds of Japanese for Jesus.  To-
day the healthy Japanese Christian
Fellowship, with a Japanese pastor, is
testament of God’s blessing on their
faithful ministry.

In his own quiet and enigmatic way
Ken had the amazing capacity of in-
spiring all he met whether leading
university students to faith in Christ;
implanting the vision of mission in
Japanese pastors and young people;
encouraging the emerging church into
leadership or new missionaries to per-
severe. He conscientiously modelled
servant-leadership for the next gen-
erations. He recorded many of his life
experiences in the three books he
authored.

A month before his 93rd birthday on
June 15th he peacefully passed away.

Written by Irelle White –
WEC NewZealand
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